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I  DARE  say,  dear  little  people,  you  wonder  what  these  funny 
Signs  mean,  and  the  little  pictures  of  men  and  beasts,  and  the  long 
liard  words  which  you  do  not  understand.  Listen,  and  I  will  tell 
yon ;  and  then  we  will  turn  over  to  look  at  the  nice  pictures  and 
Verses  on  the  next  page.  If  you  think  this  page  rather  dry,  wait 


EXPLANATORY   PAGE (Continued.) 

patiently,  and  you  will   soon  come  to  the  next,  where  you  will  find 
something  pretty. 

If  you  look  up  at  the  sky,  you  will  see  that  some  of  the  stars 
are  in  groups  or  clusters.  Now,  as  the  world  rolls  round  the  sun, 
he  shines  upon  twelve  of  these  clusters  of  stars,  one  in  each  month : 
for  this  reason  one  cluster  of  stars  has  been  taken  for  each  month, 
and  called  the  sign  of  the  month.  As  Spring  begins  in  March,  and 
commences  the  year,  March  is  taken  as  the  first  month.  Its  Sign  is 
a  Ram,  and  this  is  expressed  by  a  thing  like  the  horns  of  a  Ram  (T)  ; 
the  next,  for  April,  is  a  Bull  (a),  you  see  the  Sign  is  like  a  Bull's 
head ;  and  so  on,  till  all  the  twelve  months  are  named.  I  do  not  want 
you  to  learn  the  long  column  of  hard  words,  which  are  the  Latin 
names  of  these  Signs  :  you  will  understand  these  when  you  get  older, 
and  then  your  friends  will  also  teach  you  more  about  the  Signs  them- 
selves, and  about  the  stars.  But  there  is  an  easy  way  to  remember 
these  Signs  ;  it  is  by  committing  to  memory  this  little  verse,  and  then 
you  will  know  their  English  names.  Here  is  the  verse  ;  learn  it  :— 

"  The  Ram,  the  Bull,  the  Heavenly  Twins, 
And  next  the  Crab  the  Lion  shines, 

The  Virgin  and  the  Scales  ; 
The  Scorpion,  Archer,  and  Sea-goat, 
The  Man  who  holds  the  water-pot, 

And  Fish  with  glittering  tails.'* 


Now  happy  young  children  enjoy  the  hours, 

In  wreathing  the  sweetest  of  sweet  Spring  flowers ; 

For  clustering  blossoms  of  richest  perfume, 

In  orchard,  and  garden,  and  hedge-row  bloom. 


-.•$? 


THE  Summer  is  come,  so  -with  pitchfork  and  rake          ^g 
To  the  hay  field  we'll  go,  and  the  hay  turn  and  shake ; 
Work  away,  little  people,  and  don't  stop  to  play, 
For  while  the  sun  shines  we  had  better  make  hay.    ^  ra  ] 


THE  grapes  in  rich  clusters  that  hang  from  the  vine 
When  properly  ripe  may  be  made  into  wine : 

Now  Autumn  is  come  they  are  gathered  with  care; 
I  think  you  would  like  to  come  in  for  a  share. 


WINTER. 

THE  GOAT.  THE  WATER-BEARER. 

THE  Ivy  and  Laurel  in  Winter  are  seen, 
Unfaded  in  colour,  still  perfectly  green  ; 
Though  the  cold  is  so  nipping,  it  makes  us 
;V '    desire 
To  sit  by  the  side  of  a  pleasant  warm  fire. 


JANUARY. 


THE  old  man  pouring  water  out  of  an  urn  is  Aquarius,  the 
Water-bearer,  the  sign  of  January,  the  first  month  of  the  year,  and 
a  time  of  pleasure  to  most  people,  for  with  feasting  and  rejoicing, 
with  gifts  and  remembrances,  we  welcome  the  New  Year,  and  hope 
it  may  be  to  each  other  one  of  happiness  and  peace.  This,  the 
first  month  of  the  year,  takes  its  name  from  Janus,  the  most  ancient 
king  of  Italy,  who  after  his  death  was  worshipped  by  the  heathens 
as  the  god  of  gates  and  avenues.  He  held  a  key  in  one  hand, 
and  a  rod  in  the  other,  because  he  was  supposed  to  open,  and 
rule  over  the  year.  His  image  had  two  faces;  one,  of  an  old 
man,  looking  back  upon  the  past;  the  other,  of  a  young  man, 
looking  forward  with  hope  to  the  future ;  and  though  we  have  not 
two  faces,  we  can  still  look  back  upon  the  past  year,  and  be  sorry 
for  any  ill  we  have  done,  while  we  may  look  forward  to  the  coming 
one,  and  resolve  to  use  it  better.  The  weather  is  now  cold,  but 
clear  and  bright;  and  sometimes  every  branch  and  spray  of  the 
trees  glitters  with  hoar  frost.  As  the  cold  increases,  the  ponds 
and  rivers  become  changed  into  ice,  like  floors  of  marble.  Water 
is  therefore  not  very  easy  to  get  at,  and  it  is  lucky  those  two  children 
have  found  a  place  where  the  ice  has  been  broken  by  the  Fanner 
that  his  horses  might  drink,  for  I  do  not  think  they  could  have 
broken  the  ice  themselves.  How  well  the  little  girl  carries  her 
water  jug  on  her  head  !  She  must  take  care  she  does  not  slip  on 
the  frosty  ground. 


AW 
/VW 


THE  Sun  now  enters  on  a  watery  sign, 

Aquarius  called,  the  Water-bearer  old ; 

And  as  he  now  has  little  power  to  shine, 

All  frozen  are  the  streams  in  January  cold 


FEBRUARY. 


PISCES,  the  Fishes,  is  the  sign  of  this  month,  and  the  mark 
near  it  (*)  is  the  sign  of  Pisces.  The  ice  now  begins  to  melt,  but 
although  it  is  not  nearly  so  cold,  the  air  is  still  keen;  the  trees 
are  without  leaves,  and  showers  of  snow  and  sleet  still  fall  from 
time  to  time.  But  towards  the  end  of  the  month  the  sweet  notes 
of  the  wood  lark  are  heard.  The  raven  and  its  mate  repair  their 
old  nest  on  the  top  of  some  tree  which  has  for  many  years  been 
their  home.  The  snowdrop,  called  the  fair  maid  of  February,  peeps 
from  the  ground;  the  green  leaves  of  the  daffodil  appear;  and  in  the 
garden,  the  crocus  just  pushes  up  the  top  of  its  pretty  blossoms,  to 
feel  if  it  may  venture  to  come  out  altogether ;  each  reminding  us 
that  spring  is  fast  coming.  The  shepherd  is  anxious  both  day  and 
night  for  his  young  lambs,  taking  greater  care  of  those  who  have 
lost  their  mothers.  We  all  know  what  timid  creatures  sheep 
are;  how  they  will  scamper  off  at  the  first  bark  of  a  dog,  but  it 
is  very  beautiful  to  see  that  when  they  have  young  ones  to  take 
care  of  they  are  as  bold  as  any  other  animal,  and  fearless 
guardians  of  the  little  ones  at  their  side,  stamping  their  fore  feet, 
and  butting  even  at  the  shepherd's  dog  himself,  should  he  come 
nearer  than  they  like. 


iV\    THE  sun  in  Pisces,  or  tlie  Fishes  twain, 


Shines  warmer  on  the  earth  as  Spring  draws  near 
f      Through  melting  snow  the  snow-drop  peeps  again,      \ 
Sweet  emblem  of  the  newly-dawning  year. 


MARCH. 


WHEN  the  sun  enters  the  sign  of  the  Ram,  on  the  twenty-first 
of  March,  days  and  nights  are  equal.  You  see  the  mark  made  for 
the  Ram  is  like  a  pair  of  horns.  The  leaves  are  not  yet  upon  the 
trees,  but  in  sheltered  spots  the  primrose  peeps  from  among  its 
green  leaves,  and  in  the  garden  the  pink  blossoms  of  the  almond 
appear.  The  gardener  is  busy  putting  in  his  flower  seeds  and  young 
plants,  while  his  son  digs  up  the  earth  with  a  spade.  Even  the 
youngest  child,  you  see,  may  be  useful,  for  that  little  boy  is  holding 
in  his  pinafore  some  young  cuttings  and  seeds,  to  hand  to  his  father 
as  he  wants  them  to  put  in  the  flower-beds.  The  missel-thrush 
now  claims  our  notice,  as  one  of  the  earliest  song-birds  of  the  year. 
At  a  season  when  every  other  bird  seeks  a  snug  hiding  place  to  escape 
from  the  piercing  March  wind,  he  may  be  seen,  perhaps  in  a  heavy 
gale,  braving  the  blast,  and  perched  on  the  top  of  some  tall  tree; 
hence  he  has  gained  the  name  of  the  storm  cock.  He  is  a  gallant 
little  bird,  and  during  the  breeding  season,  will  attack  with  fury 
any  thievish  jackdaw  or  magpie  that  attempts  to  steal  eggs  from 
the  nest. 


IN  entering  Aries  the  sun  shines  on 

The  Ram  with  crooked  horns  and  golden  fleece ; 
March  with  its  storms  is  come — the  Winter  gone — 

The  days  in  length  will  very  soon  increase. 


APEIL. 


ON  tlie  nineteenth  of  April,  the  sun  enters  upon  the  sio-n  of 
Taurus,  the  Bull,  whose  head  you  see  in  the  corner;  and  opposite 
to  it  is  the  sign  by  which  Taurus  is  known  in  books.  When  you 
hear  or  read  that  the  sun  is  in  Aries,  you  will  now  know  that 
March  is  meant,  and  when  he  is  in  Taurus,  that  April  is  come, 
and  that  the  woods  are  now  gay  with  primroses,  violets,  blue  bells, 
and  wood  anemones,  while  the  crown  imperial  opens  its  showy 
blossoms  in  the  garden.  The  sower  now  scatters  over  the  ploughed 
fields  the  seed  which  will  spring  up  watered  by  the  showers  of 
April,  and  grow  into  corn  for  our  bread.  The  swallows  begin  to 
arrive,  and  to  build  their  nests.  The  chimney  swallow,  as  his 
name  tells,  chooses  to  build  in  chimneys ;  the  house  swallow, 
or  martin,  puts  its  round  little  mud  nest  under  the  eaves  of 
the  house;  you  may  know  him  by  his  white  waistcoat.  The 
sparrow  finds  a  crevice  in  the  roof  for  her  nest;  the  missel-thrush 
builds  a  nest  of  hay  and  wool,  as  big  as  your  hat,  in  the  middle 
of  a  pear  tree ;  while  the  goldfinch  builds  in  the  top  branches ; 
The  cuckoo,  whose  voice  now  resounds  through  the  woods,  does 
not  trouble  herself  about  building  at  all ;  but  chooses  to  lay  her 
one  egg  in  any  nest  belonging  to  her  neighbours  that  may  please 
her  fancy.  This  egg  is  so  small  that  it  does  not  alarm  the  owner 
of  the  nest,  who  sits  upon  it  with  her  own ;  but  when  the  young- 
cuckoo  is  hatched,  he  is  so  much  larger  than  his  young  companions 
that  he  soon  turns  them  out,  and  has  all  the  room  to  himself. 


THE  Sun  now  enters  Taurus,  named  the  Bull; 

April  is  here,  with  flowers  in  her  train ; 
Of  singing  birds  the  fields  and  groves  are  full — 

The  husbandman  is  busy  sowing  grain. 


AY. 


THOSE  two  pretty  loving  children  represent  Gemini,  or  the 
Twins ;  the  sun  on  the  twentieth  entering  the  month  of  May, 
of  which  they  are  the  sign.  The  two  little  pillars  opposite  to 
them  are  the  marks  by  which  Gemini  is  expressed.  In  country 
places  May-day  is  still  kept  by  dancing  round  the  May-pole.  A 
tall  straight  tree  is  chosen  from  the  woods,  cut  down,  stripped  of 
its  leaves  and  branches,  and  decked  instead  with  streamers  and 
bows  of  ribbon  and  garlands  of  flowers.  It  is  then  put  upright 
in  the  middle  of  the  village  green,  and  the  people,  young  and 
old,  dance  round  it  from  morning  till  night,  like  that  merry  party 
the  little  boy  is  asking  his  sister  to  join.  In  ancient  times  there 
was  a  very  merry  game  played  in  the  month  of  May.  Two 
figures  were  dressed  to  represent  winter  and  summer.  These 
fought  together,  and  summer  having  gained  the  victory,  winter 
was  driven  away  in  disgrace.  Winter  was  dressed  as  an  old  man, 
crowned  with  moss,  with  a  quantity  of  long  grey  moss  for  hair  and 
beard.  Summer,  as  a  young  man,  in  a  gay  dress  of  green  silk 
and  gold,  with  a  crown  of  flowers  on  his  head.  In  May,  the 
birds  hatch  and  rear  their  young,  the  male  birds  sitting  on  the 
branches  near,  and  singing  their  best  songs.  The  May  fly  comes 
on  the  top  of  the  stream,  and  the  angler  then  knows  that  trout 
may  be  caught.  The  lily  of  the  valley  blooms  with  its  lovely 
white  bells  and  delicious  perfume. 


THE  Sun  now  enters  Gemini,  the  Twins, 

And  gladdens  nature  with  a  warmer  smile ; 

With  song  and  dance  the  month  of  May  begins 
And  old  and  young  are  happy  for  a  while. 


JUNE. 


WHEN  you  hear  or  read  that  the  weather  is  very  hot,  for  that 
the  sun  has  entered  Cancer,  you  will  know  that  the  twenty-first 
of  June  is  past,  for  on  that  day  the  sun  enters  on  this,  the  fourth 
sign  of  the  Zodiac.  In  almanacks  you  may  see  the  sign  of 
Cancer, — that  mark  like  two  figures  of  nine  and  six, — and  all 
the  otlier  signs  of  the  months;  they  are  used  because  they  take  less 
space  than  the  figures  of  the  animals.  In  the  warm  month  of 
June  sheep  are  sheared.  The  shepherd  and  his  men  and  boys 
plunge  them  first  into  the  streams  of  water,  that  the  w.ool  may  be 
well  washed,  and  after  they  are  rubbed  and  cleaned,  the  sheep 
scamper  off  to  get  dry  in  the  green  meadows.  Then  their  wool 
is  cut  closely  off,  and  sent  to  be  made  into  cloth :  the  weather 
is  so  warm,  that  the  sheep  do  not  take  cold  by  thus  losing 
their  warm  woolly  covering,  and  before  winter  comes,  it  will 
have  grown  again.  The  little  children  look  with  wonder  at  the 
shepherd,  as  he  cuts  away  the  wool  so  evenly  from  the  backs 
of  the  sheep  without  at  all  hurting  them.  He  tells  them  that 
perhaps  they  may  one  day  be  kept  warm  by  the  very  wool  he 
is  now  cutting  off.  How  pretty  the  hedges  now  look,  with  the 
blossoms  of  the  pink  and  white  wild  rose,  while  the  scent  of 
the  sweet  honeysuckle,  bean-flower,  clover,  and  new-mown  hay, 
fills  the  air  with  perfume.  The  busy  hum  of  the  bee  and  chirp 
of  the  grasshopper  are  heard  from  morning  till  night,  and  the  songs 
of  birds  fill  the  groves,  the  nightingale  favouring  us  all  night 
with  its  melody.  On  the  twenty-first  of  this  month  is  the  longest 
day,  at  which  time  there  is  no  real  night,  and  although  the  greatest 
heat  of  summer  is  not  yet  arrived,  the  twenty-fourth  is  called 
Midsummer  Day. 


CANCER,  the  Crab,  the  Sun  now  shines  upon; 

In  sultry  heat  the  days  of  June  increase ; 
The  sheep  are  glad  when  their  warm  fleece  is  gone, 

The  shepherd  thankful  when  he  has  the  fleece. 


JULY. 


THAT  bold  Lion  is  the  sign  the  sun  enters  on  in  July,  a  time 
when  he  shines  with  great  power,  parching  the  earth,  so  that 
we  are  very  thankful  when  a  welcome  shower  of  rain  falls.  But 
hay-makers  would  rather  be  without  one,  and  if  it  were  wet 
weather,  that  gay  party  of  children  would  not  be  able  to  enjoy 
their  roll  in  the  hay.  I  think  they  are  going  to  cover  that  little 
boy  with  hay,  ajid  then  he  will  jump  up  and  serve  them  the 
same.  Their  gambols  do  no  harm,  as  the  more  the  hay  is 
scattered  and  shook  about  the  better,  and  the  "hay-making,  which 
began  last  month,  is  now  to  be-  finished.  The  pretty  flowers,  with  which 
the  fields  and  meadows  were  overspread,  have  been  cut  down  by  the 
scythe  of  the  mower ;  and  the  rich  grass,  among  which  they  grew, 
has  been  made  into  hay  before  it  lost  its  nourishing  juices.  It  will 
be  kept  in  stacks  to  feed  cattle  in  the  winter,  when  little  grass 
can  be  had,  and  to  feed  horses  at  all  times,  for  they  seldom  have 
the  pleasure  of  a  run  in  the  fields  to  find  grass  for  themselves. 
Hundreds  of  young  frogs  are  now  seen  after  a  shower,  leaping 
about  the  roads  and  lanes,  having  been  just  changed  from  tadpoles 
with  tails  and  without  legs,  swimming  about  in  the  ponds,  to  frogs 
with  four  legs  and  no  tails  at  all.  Among  the  beautiful  flowers 
of  this  month  is  the  great  white  water-lily,  which  in  the  middle 
of  the  day  opens  its  lovely  leaves,  resting  on  the  broad  green 
leaves  which  float  under  it.  When  the  sun  sets,  so  does  this 
pretty  flower.  It  folds  up  its  leaves  and  sinks  under  the  water  ; 
and  if  the  next  day  is  a  bright  one,  again  it  rises  and  opens  its 
cup  to  the  sun. 


THE  Sun  now  shines  upon  the  Lion  bold, 
Leo,  with  fiery  eye,  and  shaggy  mane ; 

See,  rnidst  the  hay,  the  merry  children  rolled. 

While  all  around,  hay  harvest  strews  the  plain 


AUGUST. 


VIRGO,  or  the  Virgin,  is  the  sign  upon  which  the  sun  enters 
on  the  twenty-second  of  August.  She  is  a  beautiful  young  maiden, 
veiling  her  head  from  the  scorching  rays  of  the  sun,  which  now 
shines  in  full  power.  The  sign  of  Virgo  is  just  above  the  fields 
of  wavy  yellow  corn,  now  ripe,  which  only  wait  for  the  farmer's 
hand  to  gather  in  their  rich  stores;  and  as  birds  are  busy  in 
picking  the  grain,  and  storms  may  arise  and  scatter  the  full 
ripe  ears,  no  time  is  to  be  lost.  Reapers  from  all  parts  joyfully 
attend,  and  after  they  have  cut  down  and  carried  the  corn,  their 
wives  and  children  may  come  and  glean  the  ears  that  have  dropped, 
and  carry  them  home  to  their  cottages.  Here  they  will  beat  out  the 
grain  and  then  take  it  to  the  mill,  where  it  will  be  ground  into 
flour,  sometimes  enough  to  make  them  many  a  loaf  of  bread.  The 
farmer  keeps  his  corn  in  stacks,  and,  as  he  wants  it,  threshes  it 
in  the  barn  to  get  the  grain  free  from  the  straw.  Then  it  is  put 
in  sacks  and  sent  to  be  ground  into  flour,  which  is  sold  to  the 
baker.  The  fruit  garden  is  now  in  full  beauty,  for  peaches,  plums, 
nectarines,  apricots,  hang  ripening  on  the  walls,  and  apples,  pears, 
quinces,  and  mulberries,  are  thick  on  the  trees.  Grouse-shooting 
begins  in  August.  These  birds  live  in  Scotland  and  the  north  of 
England,  on  the  hills  among  the  heather,  which  they  are  so  much 
like  in  colour,  that  they  find  it  a  good  hiding-place  from  the 
gun  of  the  sportsman. 


THE  Sun  on  Virgo,  or  the  Virgin,  shines 

When  entering  August ;    and  his  burning  ray 

Ripens  the  corn  from  morn  till  day  declines, 
And  behind  hills  he  sinks  to  rest  away. 


SEPTEMBER. 


THE  hedges  and  woods  are  now  rich  in  colour,  and  though 
few  flowers  are  left,  a  good  store  of  hips,  haws,  and  berries 
remain  to  ripen,  as  winter  food  for  the  birds.  Acorns  and 
beech  nuts  now  fall  from  the  trees,  and  for  six  weeks  are  greedily 
devoured  by  large  herds  of  swine.  The  farmers  collect  together 
all  their  pigs,  little  and  big,  and  put  them  under  the  care  of 
a  swineherd,  who  sometimes  has  as  many  as  seven  or  eight 
hundred  pigs  to  take  to  the  forests,  where  the  oaks  and  beech 
trees  grow.  The  pigs  are  put  at  first  in  a  place  fenced 
round,  and  here  they  are  fed  for  a  few  days  at  the  sound  of  a 
horn.  Then  they  are  turned  loose  to  feed  themselves,  by  picking 
up  the  acorns  and  beech  nuts  under  the  trees;  and  when  the 
swineherd  blows  his  horn  at  night,  they  all  come  regularly  home 
to  sleep  in  the  place  which  was  first  fenced  in  for  them  :  thus 
showing  that  even  pigs  may  be  taught  to  be  less  self-willed  than 
they  are  commonly  supposed  to  be,  if  people  will  but  take  the 
trouble  to  try  the  plan  followed  by  the  useful  swineherd. 


IN  Libra,  or  the  Scales,  now  weighs  the  Sun 
An  equal  balance  between  night  and  day ; 

And  with  September  comes  the  sportsman's  gun, 
Heard  from  the  dawn  of  morning's  early  ray. 


OCTOBER. 


THE  sign  of  this  month  is  Scorpio,  or  the  Scorpion,  and 
that  curious  mark,  something  like  the  legs  of  the  animal,  is 
the  sign  of  Scorpio.  As  the  weather  is  now  cool,  a  great  deal 
of  beer  has  been  brewed,  and  is  still  brewing.  Old  Thomas 
sits  on  his  stool  with  plenty  of  work  before  him,  as  Tie  has  to 
bottle  all  the  beer  in  those  great  casks,  which  was  brewed  some 
time  ago.  ITe  will  fill  the  bottles,  ram  in  the  corks  with  a 
wooden  mallet,  and  then  the  bottled  beer  will  be  stored  in  the 
cellar,  until  it  is  fit  to  drink.  The  squirrel,  too,  now  begins  to 
store  away  provisions  for  his  winter  food,  and  when  he  gathers  his 
nuts  he  takes  care  that  they  are  sound  ones :  he  knows  better  than 
we  do  which  have  a  little  white  worm  inside  eating  up  the  kernel, 
and  he  never  touches  them.  This  little  worm  is  called  the  nut- 
weevil:  its  parent,  the  nut-beetle,  has  a  long  sharp  beak,  with  which 
she  bores  a  hole  in  the  green  nut  while  it  is  soft,  and  there  she 
lays  an  egg.  The  nut  is  not  injured,  but  continues  to  grow  and 
ripen.  When  the  egg  is  hatched  the  worm  feeds  on  the  kernel;  and 
when  the  nut  is  quite  ripe,  and  falls  to  the  ground,  the  worm  makes 
its  escape  by  gnawing  a  hole  in  the  shell,  or  by  enlarging  that  made 
by  the  mother.  It  then  burrows  in  the  ground  until  the  next 
Summer,  when  it  comes  out  an  insect  called,  like  its  parent,  the 
nut-beetle,  and  begins  boring  nuts  to  lay  its  own  eggs  in. 


ON  Scorpio,  or  the  Scorpion,  now  the  Sun 
Enters  October,  with  a  milder  beam ; 

Brewing  of  beer  already  has  begun, 

With  malt,  and  hops,  and  water  from  the  stream. 


NOVEMBER. 


THAT  figure  of  a  horse,  with  the  head  of  a  man,  is  Sagittarius  the 
Archer,  the  sign  of  the  month,  and  his  own  sign  is  the  arrow-shaped 
mark,  opposite.  Under  it  is  a  party  of  children,  who  have  stuffed 
some  old  clothes  with  straw,  into  the  shape  of  a  man,  have  fastened  a 
mask  for  a  face,  and  put  on  a  fool's-cap,  to  represent  Guy  Fawkes. 
They  have  seated  him  on  an  old  chair,  and  are  carrying  him  about, 
saying  at  the  same  time  verses  about  him  and  the  Gunpowder  Plot. 
At  the  end  of  their  verses  they  will  shout  "  Hurrah  !"  as  loud  as  they 
can  bawl,  and  then  hope  that  people  will  give  them  some  halfpence  for 
their  trouble.  Carrying  about  Guy  Fawkes  must  be  cold  work, 
for  the  month  of  mists,  fogs,  and  rain,  is  but  a  gloomy  one :  the 
trees  have  lost  nearly  all  their  leaves  ;  the  gardens  are  damp  and 
cold,  stripped  of  all  their  best  flowers,  and  we  do  not  care  to  walk 
in  them ;  and  perhaps  if  we  take  a  ramble  in  the  country,  we  may 
feel  a  shower  of  sleet  beating  in  our  faces ;  but  if  we  are  strong, 
and  good  walkers,  we  do  not  mind  this.  Flocks  of  wood-pigeons, 
or  stock-doves,  and  woodcocks  now  visit  our  woods  from  other 
countries.  The  woodcock  lives  upon  small  snails  or  slugs,  but  earth- 
worms are  what  it  likes  best ;  and  with  its  long  bill  it  bores  for  them 
in  the  ground  with  unfailing  certainty.  Bee-hives  are  now  moved 
under  shelter,  and  the  tortoise  begins  to  dig  a  hole  in  which  to  bury 
itself  for  the  winter.  It  scrapes  out  the  earth  with  its  fore-feet, 
and  throws  it  up  over  its  back  with  its  hind ;  but  its  movements 
so  slow  that  it  takes  a  long  time  finishing  its  retreat. 


THE  Sun  now  enters  Sagittarius  bold, 

The  archer  named ;   clouds  hide  his  wintry  face : 
But  though  November's  days  are  bleak  and  cold, 

Guy  Fawkes  still  manages  to  keep  his  place. 


DECEMBER. 


CAPRICORNUS,  the  wild  Goat,  is  the  sign  of  this  month,  and 
his  sign  is  the  crooked  mark  opposite.  This  month  is  the  season 
when  frost  and  snow  generally  set  in,  and  people  busy  themselves 
in  great  preparations  to  be  comfortable  within  doors.  That 
farmer  is,  you  see,  seated  by  his  fireside,  drinking  the  health  of 
all  his  friends,  and  his  children  are  what  is  called,  "bobbing  for 
apples  "  in  a  tub  of  water.  It  seems  very  easy  to  catch  an  apple 
in  your  teeth  as  it  floats  on  the  top  of  the  water,  but  they  will 
have  to  dip  their  heads  in  many  times,  and  get  their  faces  and  ears 
very  wet  before  they  succeed  in  catching  the  apple.  The  Christmas 
tree  is  now  prepared,  and  evergreens  are  gathered,  or  bought,  to 
deck  rooms  and  tables;  among  them  the  misseltoe  and  the  beautiful 
holly,  with  its  shining  leaves  and  coral  berries.  Although  the 
garden  has  scarcely  'any  flower  but  the  Christmas  rose  and 
laurustinus,  yet  the  mosses  and  lichens  are  now  in  full  beauty, 
and  in  the  regions  of  frost,  in  Kamtscliatka,  the  rein-deer  lives 
upon  one  kind,  which  it  digs  out  for  its  food,  from  under  the 
snow.  In  this  time  of  holiday,  mince  pies,  and  Christmas  cake,  let 
us  remember  those  who  never  know  what  it  is  to  taste  the  dainties 
that  they  see  spread  around  them  on  every  side.  Let  us  think,  when 

"  We   crowd  around  the  fire,  and  yet  feel  cold, 
Of  the  poor,  -wretched,  homeless,  beggar  old." 


ncornus,  see, 

The  Sun  has  entered ;   with  a  snowy 
Comes  old  December ;  but  with  m 
We  welcome  him,  and  drink 


SUNDAY. 


IN  ancient  times,  when  the  poor  ignorant  people  were 
heathens,  and  did  not  know  the  true  God,  as  we  do,  they  wor- 
shipped the  sun,  because  he  ruled  over  the  various  changes  of 
the  year.  They  represented  him  as  a  man  riding  in  a  chariot, 
drawn  by  four  horses,  whose  Greek  names  signified  red,  shining, 
hot,  and  loving  the  earth.  Eous  denotes  the  rising  of  the  sun, 
when  his  rays  are  red;  Pyrois,  the  time  when  he  becomes  bright; 
Ethon,  noon,  when  he  is  in  all  his  glory;  and  Phlegon,  the  time 
of  his  setting,  when  he  seems  to  come  close  to  the  earth.  The 
sun  was  supposed  to  have  many  children,  and  his  daughter 
Aurora,  with  her  rosy  fingers,  proclaimed  every  morning  the 
approach  of  her  father's  chariot,  and  opened  the  gates  of  heaven 
for  him  to  enter.  Phaeton,  one  of  his  sons,  attempted  to  drive 
this  chariot  one  day,  but  forgetting  his  father's  commands  to  be 
careful,  he  set  the  world  on  fire;  and  after  nearly  destroying  it, 
he  was  thrown  out  of  the  chariot  and  killed,  as  the  consequence 
of  his  folly  and  disobedience. 


OUR  Sunday  takes  its  name  from  the  bright  Sun, 
By  heathens  called  the  God  of  Light  and  Day 

At  his  approach,  when  morning  has  begun, 
Rejoicing  Nature  glories  in  his  ray. 


MONDAY. 


DIANA  is  represented  as  a  tall  and  beautiful  virgin,  with  long 
flowing  hair,  in  a  hunting  dress,  a  bow  and  quiver  of  arrows 
slung  across  her  shoulders,  and  her  forehead  adorned  with  a  silver 
crescent,  or  half  moon.  Temples  were  built  to  her  honour  by 
the  heathens.  The  finest  of  these  was  that  of  Ephesus,  and  one 
of  the  seven  wonders  of  the  world.  This  was  burnt  to  the 
ground  the  very  day  on  which  Alexander  the  Great  was  born. 
In  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  you  may  read  that  the  silversmiths  who 
lived  at  Ephesus  made  a  great  deal  of  money  by  selling  little  silver 
shrines,  or  models  of  this  splendid  temple,  with  a  figure  of  Diana 
in  them.  The  heathens  were  so  proud  of  it,  'and  of  Diana,  whose 
image  they  believed  to  have  been  sent  to  them  from  heaven,  that 
they  tried  to  excite  the  people  to  kill  the  holy  apostles,  because 
they  wished  to  teach  them  the  worship  of  the  true  God  of  heaven 
and  earth,  instead  of  that  of  Diana,  goddess  of  the  Ephesians, 
ivhom  they  Jield  in  such  great  honour,  and  ignorantly  worshipped. 


After  the  gentle  moon  is  Monday  named ; 

Diana,  goddess  of  the  woods  and  chace, 
Rule  over  each  wild  animal  she  claimed, 

And,  eager  as  her  dogs,  would  join  the  race 


TUESDAY. 


MARS,  the  god  of  war,  was  the  son  of  Jupiter  and  Juno,  and 
was  represented  as  a  fierce  warrior  in  armour,  with  a  spear  and 
shield,  riding  in  a  chariot  drawn  by  two  horses,  which  the  poets 
call  "Flight,"  and  "Terror."  They  also  describe  Mars  as  being 
followed  by  the  dog  for  his  vigilance  in  pursuit  of  prey;  the  wolf, 
for  his  fierceness;  the  raven,  because  this  bird  follows  in  the 
train  of  armies  to  feast  upon  the  bodies  of  the  slain;  the  cock, 
for  his  wrakefulness,  by  which  he  prevents  surprise.  All  these 
animals  were  sacred  to  the  furious  god  of  battle.  The  Romans 
believed  Mars  to  be  the  father  of  their  first  king,  and  patron  of 
their  great  city,  so  they  built  several  temples  to  his  name  at 
Rome,  and  in  which  they  paid  him  great  honours.  His  sister 
Bellona,  the  goddess  of  war,  is  described  as  preparing  the  chariot 
and  horses  of  her  brother  Mars  for  battle,  and  sometimes  with 
long  flowing  hair  she  was  seen  to  drive  the  horses.  In  real 
history,  there  were  many  princes  of  the  name  of  Mars,  and  almost 
every  nation  had  its  own,  each  held  in  great  honour  as  brave  and 
warlike  men. 


TUESDAY  was  sacred  to  the  God  of  War, 

Who  in  his  armour,  pointed  spear,  and  shield, 

Drawn  by  two  horses,  in  a  golden  car, 

Hastened  with  fury  to  the  battle  field. 


WEDNESDAY. 


MERCURY  was  the  god  of  eloquence,  arts,  and  science,  and 
the  messenger  of  Jupiter  and  the  gods.  He  is  represented  as  a 
young  man  with  a  cheerful  countenance  and  lively  eyes.  Wings 
were  fastened  to  his  cap  and  sandals,  to  denote  his  swift  mode  of 
travelling,  and  in  his  hand  he  held  the  caduceus,  a  wand  also 
having  wings  fixed  to  it,  and  round  which,  two  serpents  were 
entwined.  With  this  wand  he  was  said  to  have  the  power  of 
lulling  people  to  sleep.  He  was  the  god  of  travellers,  and  his 
statues  were  frequently  placed  in  the  high  roads,  to  point  out  to 
them  the  way.  He  was  also  the  god  of  shepherds,  and  watched 
over  them  and  their  flocks,  to  protect  them  from  the  ravages  of 
any  wild  beast  that  might  be  near.  He  was  the  guard  of  mer- 
chants and  their  goods,  although  he  was  also  the  patron  of  thieves 
and  dishonest  persons,  and  indeed  was  a  great  thief  himself;  for 
he  is  said  to  have  stolen  the  bow  and  arrows  of  Apollo,  the  god 
of  music ;  the  trident  of  Neptune,  the  god  of  the  sea ;  the  sword 
of  Mars ;  the  girdle  of  Venus ;  and  above  all,  the  sceptre  of  Jupiter. 


WEDNESDAY  was  sacred  to  the  winged  god  ; 

To  Mercury  the  heathens  gave  this  day. 
Aided  by  wings  upon  his  cap  and  rod, 

With  rapid  flight  he  hastened  on  his  way. 


THURSDAY 


JUPITER,  the  king  of  heaven,  was  the  greatest  of  the  false 
gods  worshipped  by  the  heathens,  and  they  believed  that  every 
good  and  evil  thing  they  received  came  from  him.  He  was  repre- 
sented as  a  majestic  man  with  a  venerable  beard,  seated  on  a 
throne,  having  an  eagle  at  his  feet,  and  in  his  hand  a  sceptre 
made  of  cypress  wood,  as  an  emblem  of  lasting  power  and  victory, 
that  wood  being  the  most  durable  known.  As  master  of  thunder 
and  lightning,  he  was  called  Jove  the  Thunderer.  His  queen  was 
named  Juno.  The  ancients  paid  great  respect  to  this  their  chief 
god  ;  and  we  are  told  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  that  when  the 
holy  apostles  Paul  and  Barnabas  came  to  preach  to  the  people  of 
Lystra,  these  heathens  were  so  delighted  with  what  they  heard, 
that  they  supposed  the  venerable  Barnabas  must  be  Jupiter  ;  and 
Paul,  because  he  was  the  chief  speaker,  must  be  Mercury,  the  god 
of  eloquence  :  both  come  down  from  heaven  to  teach  them  the 
true  way  of  being  good  and  happy.  If  they  had  not  been  prevented, 
they  would  willingly  have  paid  the  same  honours  to  these  holy  men 
that  they  did  to  their  false  gods. 


THURSDAY  was  sacred  in  the  days  of  yore, 
To  Jupiter,  a  king  on  throne  of  gold; 

A  cypress  sceptre  in  his  hand  he  bore, 

And  at  his  feet  was  crouched  an  eagle  bold. 


FRIDAY. 


VENUS  was  the  goddess  of  beauty,  the  mother  of  Cupid,  god  oi 
love,  the  queen  of  laughter  and  mirth,  and  the  mother  of  the  three 
graces.  The  heathens  supposed  that  she  arose  one  beautiful  spring 
morning  from  the  sea,  near  the  isle  of  Cyprus,  and  was  carried  on 
a  pearly  shell  to  the  foot  of  Mount  Cythera.  There  the  goddess 
landed,  and,  as  she  walked  along,  roses,  lilies,  myrtles,  and  all  the 
most  beautiful  flowers,  sprung  up  from  under  her  feet.  The  island 
of  Cyprus  was  the  place  she  liked  the  best,  and  here  a  beautiful 
temple  was  raised  to  her  honour  in  a  grove  of  myrtles  and  roses. 
Apples  were  sacred  to  Venus  ;  and  among  birds,  the  dove,  the 
swan,  and  the  sparrow,  were  her  favourites :  and  she  is  represented 
riding  in  a  chariot  guided  by  some  of  these  birds,  or  sitting  on  a 
large  shell  resting  on  the  sea,  and  drawn  by  the  fishes  called 
dolphins.  The  graces,  who  were  beautiful  young  women,  some- 
times attended  in  her  train  ;  and  Cupid,  her  son,  was  also  her 
companion,  represented  as  a  little  boy  with  wings,  a  bow,  quiver, 
and  dart,  and  sometimes  with  a  lighted  torch  in  his  hand. 


Friday  to  Venus  was  a  sacred  day, 

Mother  of  Cupid  and  a  goddess  fair  ; 

The  harmless,  gentle  doves,  in  sportive  play, 
Guided  her  car  of  roses  through  the  air. 


SATUEDAY. 


THE  heathen  god,  Saturn,  was  frequently  represented  as  an  old 
man  in  a  chariot  drawn  by  dragons,  to  imply  that  he  presided 
over  the  times  and  seasons.  We  now  represent  Saturn  in  the 
figure  of  Time,  with  his  scythe  and  hour-glass.  From  Saturn, 
all  Italy  was  once  called  Saturnia;  and  the  happy  state  of  things 
which  prevailed  among  the  heathens  during  the  reign  of  Saturn, 
was  called  the  golden  age  by  poets.  They  pretended  that  the  earth 
then  brought  forth  its  fruits  without  being  sown  or  planted,  that 
good  things  were  in  common,  and  that  universal  peace  and  harmony 
prevailed.  The  Saturnalia  were  festivals  founded  by  the  Romans 
in  honour  of  this  heathen  god ;  and  during  the  time  they  lasted  all 
was  enjoyment  and  mirth,  the  schools  were  closed,  no  business  went 
on,  everybody  did  what  they  pleased.  Even  the  poor  slaves  who 
were  kept  in  bondage  in  great  numbers  by  the  heathens,  were 
allowed  for  a  time  to  taste  the  sweets  of  liberty,  and  to  be  as 
happy  as  their  masters.  Saturn  is  said  to  have  taught  the  heathens 
how  to  prune  and  manage  the  vines,  to  sow  and  till  the  ground, 
and  the  use  of  brass  money,  which  he  invented. 


SATURN,  or  Time,  to  Saturday  gives  name; 

An  aged  man,  with  scythe  and  hour-glass. 
Drawn  in  a  car  of  dragons,  oft  he  came 

To  tell  how  quickly  days  and  moments  pass 


CONCLUSION. 


MY  task  is  done,  my  little  friends ;  but  ever  as  you  gaze 
On  this  illumin'd  book  of  Months,  of  Seasons,  and  of  Days, 
Before  you  close  the  pretty  page,  and  to  your  playthings  turn, 
You've  one  thing  more  to  ponder  on,  one  lesson  still  to  learn : — 
Remember,  that  on  ev'ry  DAY  there's  something  to  be  done ; 
Remember,  that  no  MONTH  comes  back  when  once  'tis  past  and  gone ; 
Remember,  as  the  SEASONS  change,  in  knowledge  you  should  rise ; 
Play,  laugh,  and  dance,  but  work  withal;  be  merry,  but  be  wise ! 
I'd  have  you  think,  my  precious  ones,  that  just  as  here  I  show, 
That  if  in  Autumn  we  would  reap,  in  Spring  the  seed  we  sow. 
So,  in  your  youth,  the  Spring  of  life,  must  learning's  seed  be  sown, 
To  fit  you  for  your  labour  as  your  Summer  passes  on ; 
Then  in  life's  Autumn  for  your  use  fair  fruits  will  ripen  fast, 
And  cheerfully  'mid  friends  you'll  spend  your  Winter  days  at  last. 
Above  all  things,  scorn  idleness ;  be  honest,  brave  and  true ; 
Remember  this,  my  little  pets,  and  once  more,  all  Adieu ! 

-:.'!!i.i:,l.p,#>rW*L 

JULY,,,) 
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April 


NOTE — The  Long  and  Short  Months  may  be  impressed  on  the  memory  of  a  child  in  a  Very 
Simple  manner  : — thus,  shut  the  left  hand,  as  shown  in  the  engraving ;  place  the  fore-finger  of  the 
tight  hand  on  the  first  knuckle  of  the  closed  hand,  and  name  it  January ;  then  the  space,  and  call 
it  February,  and  so  on  ;  it  will  be  seen  that  whenever  the  finger  comes  on  a  knuckle,  it  represents 
a  Long  Month,  and  when  on  a  space,  a  Short  Month.  A  child  once  taught  this  can  never  forget  it. 


JACOB  ABBOTT'S  HISTORIES. 

The  only  complete  Edition.  Published  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Author  (see  English  Preface), 
elegantly  printed  in  Foolscap  8vo  Volumes,  neatly  bound  in  cloth,  illustrated  with  Views, 
Costumes,  Coins,  Maps,  &c. 

Price  Is.  6d.  per  Volume  ;  morocco  antique,  6s. 

THE  ANCIENT  SERIES  WILL  COMPRISE 

raUUBreMKMvnadtt.  ntitir*.  CLEOPATRA. 

ALEXANDER  (now  ready).  ROMULUS.  %*;><» HI  A. 

XERXES  (not;  ready).  II  t  >  \  I  It  t  I,,  into. 

CYRUS.  .Finn*   t'.EKAH.         <  <».\*X  A.I 'I  f  ^  E 

THE  ENGLISH  SERIES  WILL  COMPRISE 

ALFRED   THE  CJREAT   (now  ready).        ELIZABETH. 
U  I  Ll,l  A  Ml  THE  COWQ.U12ROR          MARY,   «IUEE*  OF  SCOTS. 

(now  ready). 

RICHARD  I.  CHARLES  I. 

.1011  1.  CHARLES  II. 

RICHARD  ii.  WILLIAM:  AND  MARY. 

RICHARD  III. 


THE  AUTHOR'S  PREFACE  TO  THE  ENGLISH  EDITION. 

THE  present  series  of  Historical  Memoirs  will  be  comprised,  when  complete,  in  Twenty-four 
Volumes  _  Twelve  of  these  being  devoted  to  Ancient,  and  Twelve  to  English  Sovereigns.  The 
design  of  the  Author,  in  the  compilation  of  these  Works,  has  been  to  present  to  the  general 
reade 


er,  whether  youthful  or  mature,  a  succinct  and  accurate  account  of  the  lives  and  characters 
of  the  renowned  potentates  that  form  respectively  the  subjects  of  the  volumes  ;  illustrating,  by 
many  incidents  and  details,  the  spirit  and  temper  with  which  they  individually  acted,  and  the 
influence  which  each  exerted  in  his  day.  At  the  same  time,  while  each  volume  has  thus  for 
its  object  some  one  sovereign  or  potentate,  the  story  of  whose  character  and  doings  it  is  the 
special  object  of  the  volume  to  relate  ;  the  connection  of  each  story  with  the  events  which 
preceded  and  followed  it,  is  so  far  shewn  that  each  series  forms  in  some  sense  a  continuous 
narrative,  and  if  read  consecutively,  presents  a  view  of  the  general  current  of  history  during 
the  period  embraced  in  it.  Thus,  the  ANCIENT  SERIES,  beginning  at  the  earliest  periods  with 
the  story  of  CYBUS,  'and  ending  with  that  of  CONSTANTINE,  covers  in  some  measure  the  whole 
ancient  ground.  If  read  attentively,  and  with  proper  regard  to  the  chronological  data  that  are 
furnished  by  the  works  themselves,  it  forms  a  general  outline  of  the  course  of  Ancient  History, 
as  full  as  the  limits  of  space  afforded  by  such  a  series  will  allow.  It  is  the  same  with  the  ENGLISH 
SERIES,  which,  commencing  with  the  volume  on  ALFRED,  at  the  earliest  periods  at  which  we  have 
any  authentic  accounts  of  the  history  of  these  islands,  comes  down  through  the  twelve  prominent 
names  which  have  been  selected  as  the  subjects  of  the  several  volumes,  to  the  reign  of  QUEEN 
ANNE.  Here  the  series  closes  :  for  since  this  period  the  functions  of  government  have  almost 
universally  come  by  degrees  so  to  be  transferred  to  legislatures  and  ministries,  that  the  history 
of  a  nation  is  no  longer,  as  it  was  in  former  days,  involved  and  contained  in  the  personal  history 
of  a  sovereign.  The  plan  on  which  this  series  is  written,  is,  therefore,  in  a  great  degree 
inapplicable  to  the  history  of  the  present  age. 

With  these  explanations  the  Author,  having  made  arrangements  to  this  end  with  the 
publishers  of  the  present  edition,  and  taken  measures  to  secure  to  them  the  copyright  of  the 
remaining  volumes,  submits  his  narratives  to  the  English  public,  hoping  that  they  may  prove 
both  entertaining  and  instructive  to  such  readers  as  may  honour  them  with  a  perusal. 

JACOB   ABBOTT. 
LONDON,  April,  1853. 

***    Many    of  these    Volumes   being'   Copyright,  no  other  House  can    imbll-Ii    a 
COMPLETE   EDITION    OJF    "ABBOTT'S    HISTORIES." 
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II.I.I  STHATEM     !O*J»01T     KPE  I,i,I  y«-     ROOK.       lllu»tiat<-a    1»y    upward*   of 

One  Hundred  and  Seventy  beautiful  Woodcuts  of  Objects  and  Scenes  described ;  forming  by  far  the  most  alluring 
Introduction  to  learning  ever  published.     H4  pages,  cloth,  la. ;  with  coloured  Plates,  2s. 

Fifty-first  Thousand.    A  New  Edition,  Revised. 
THE    II^USTRATED     LOST  S»Otf    iS  a:  1  C»  I  \«»- 5«<»<»  it  :     containing-   a    Series   of 

Lessons  on  the  most  Amusing  and  Instructive  Subjects.     Selected  with  great  care  from  the  best  English  Authors 
in  Prose  and  Verse.    The  whole  beautifully  Illustrated  with  above  Two  Hundred  and  Fifty  Engravings.   Cloth,  2s. 
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THE  lULlTSTR  AT  E«  IO\OO\  ijrs  I'  Et  rcTOR  ;  being-  a  Companion  to  the 
Reading-Cook.  Cousisting  of  Extracts  from  I  nglish  Classical  Authors,  from  the  earliest  periods  of  English 
Literature  to  the  present  day.  With  One  Hundred  and  Twenty  Fine  Kngravings.  (loth.  2s. 

'•  The  Illustrated  Spelling"  Book— aptly  described  as  forming  by  far  the  most  allurini;  introduction  to  learning 
ever  published— made  its  first  appearance  in  1818,  and  was  followed  by  the  Illustrated  Heading  Hook,  which  in  its 
turn  was  succeeded  by  the  Illustrated  London  Instructor.  These  three  publications,  eminently  attractive  and 
deservedly  popular,  embrace  the  rudiments  of  a  useful  and  even  liberal  education,  as  far  as  English  Literature 
is  concerned." -Weekly  Times. 

THE  I  M.r.-T'II  VS-a^S-)  JLOXitOV  GEOK12  IPSIY.  By  .TOSEPH  ft  5V.  .Tun., 
of  Magdalen  Hall.  Oxford.  Demy  8vo,  with  about  One  Hundred  Engravings,  &c.  The  Drawings  are  made  with 
great  care  from  truthful  sources.  Nine  Maps  have  been  engraved  by  a  patent  process  expressly  for  this  work, 
and  are  corrected  to  the  present  period,  (loth,  2s  :  coloured  plates  Is.  Second  Edition. 

"The  present  volume  is  beautifully  ' got  up,'  and,  being  carefully  compiled,  presents  a  complete  epitome  of 
geographical  knowledge." — Tail's  Magazine. 

jtiT  '-The  government  press  has  produced  no  such  elementary  works  as  those  of  INGRAM.  COOKE,  and  Co.; 
no  such  spelling-books,  reading-books  drawing-books,  and  treatises  on  Geography,  Optics,  and  Astronomy." — 
Morning  Advertiser,  September  28th.  1853. 

THE  I  1.1,1  *T:t  A  I  i:a»  I.O>BtOX  ASTROXOJTIY,  for  the  use  of  Schools  and 
Students.  By  J.  R.  HIND,  F.R.S.  (of  Mr.  BISHOPS  Observatory,  Regent's  Park),  with  numerous  Illustrative 
Drawings  and  Diagrams.  Demy  8vo,  cloth,  2s. 

"  Mr.  HIND  has  certainly  managed  to  simplify  his  sublime  subject,  and  give  a  great  amount  of  information 
in  a  few  words." — Art  Journal. 

u  Mr.  J.  R.  HIND  is  so  well  known  in  connection  with  planetary  researches  that  his  appearance  in  an 
educational  library  is  as  surprising  as  it  is  gratifying." — Sherborne  and  Dorchester  Journal. 

THE  EI.E.fl  i-.vrft  of  \4T1KAJL  1» II I  ».«!<O  1*11  V  (double  volume).  By 
JABEZ  HOGG,  Esq.,  M.R.C.S.  Demy  8vo,  cloth,  4s. 

"  This  mullum  in  jiarvo  is  illustrated  by  upwards  of  300  woodcuts !  thus  pouring  in  knowledge  by  means  of 
form  and  construction  as  well  as  by  the  old-fashioned  teaching." — Art  Journal. 

THE  ILl,B.'STIi.t.TEI»  I.OXWOST  6  li<  SI  i  T  frX  T8  It  i  i.,  EX«;  1  X  EE  Bt  B  >ft .  and 
MECHANICAL  DRAWING-BOOK.  By  R.  S.  BURN.  With  numerous  engravings.  Demy  8vo,  cloth,  2s. 

"  This  Book  should  be  given  to  every  youth,  for  amusement  as  well  as  for  instruction." — Taunton  Journal. 
F.I.EC'TK  !«'    SCIENCE  :    its  HISTOR. V,   PH  EXO7I  E>  A.  and  APPLICATION'S. 
By  F.  BAKBWELL,  Esq.,  Author  of  li  Evidences  of  Christianity,"  &c.     Copiously  illustrated.     Demy  8vo,  cloth,  2s. 

"  So  much  attention  is  drawn  to  this  subject,  its  powers,  though  coeval  with  the  crealion,  have  been  only  so 
recently  applied  to  facilitate  communication,  and  we  look  to  it  so  confidently  for  farther  assistance,  that  there 
is  no  compendium  of  recent  date  of  such  value  to  ourselves  or  to  our  children  ;  the  explanations  are  singularly 
clear,  even  to  the  non-scientific,  and  the  volume,  dealing  as  it  does  in  miracles  of  facts,  possesses  all  the  interest 
of  a  novel." — A  rt  Journal. 

Till.  1  IltVI  -ol  V  BOOKS  of  I  »  <  I  I  IS,  with  Numerous  Exercises.  Printed 
on  a  New  Plan,  with  accurately  executed  Diagrams.  Demy  8vo,  cloth,  2s. 

The  present  work,  embracing  the  First  Six  Books  of  the" Elements  of  Euclid,  or,  in  other  words,  the  foundation 
of  Plane  Geometry,  is  intended  as  a  companion  volume  to  that  issued  with  it  on  Practical  Geometry;  the 
one  embracing  the  theory,  the  other  the  application. 

The  text  adopted  is  that  of  the  distinguished  mathematician,  Dr.  SIMSON.  In  very  few  instances  has  any 
change  been  made,  and  that  only  when  it  seemed  to  be  positively  necessary.  Several  attempts  have  been  made, 
by  altering  the  text  and  the  arrangement,  to  reduce  the  demonstrations  of  Euclid  to  what  may  be  considered  a 
more  popular  form,  but  these  have  been  attended  with  little  success;  and  a  text  like  that  of  SIMSON,  clear, 
direct,  and  unencumbered,  like  absolute  truth  itself,  will  always  be  adopted  by  scholar  and  student. 

This  volume  will  be  followed  by  other  works  carrying  the  subject  forward.  A  number  of  Exercises  on  each 
book  have  been  given,  the  solutions  of  which  will  be  published  separately. 

TUB.  I  I  I  I  VI  )t  t  I  i:i>  PRACTICAL  CJaiOSlli'Jt' H Y.  Edited  by  ItOHEItT 
SCOTT  BUBIT,  Editor  of  "  The  Illustrated  London  Drawing-Book."  Demy  8vo,  cloth,  2s.  (Second  Edition. ) 
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